Does the hepatitis G virus cause hepatitis?
As many as 10% to 20% of presumed viral hepatitis cases are serologically non-A-E. Recently, two groups of investigators independently isolated a viral agent that may contribute to non-A-E viral hepatitis. This virus, named hepatitis G or GB virus C (HGV/GBV-C), is present in about 2% of accepted US blood donations. This paper reviews both the details involving isolation of the virus and the current epidemiological data, and shows that the accumulated evidence to date does not support the claim that HGV/GBV-C is responsible for non-A-E viral hepatitis.